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My Vision for Nature 

is of a world where a vibrant youth conservation movement has changed how society and 

its leaders think about nature. The result: trees are left standing, 
fish are left in the sea and birds in the air 
not just because it makes political and economic sense but because society has 

collectively, culturally bought into that way of living. Systematic integration of more, 

bigger, better semi-natural habitat into our cities, towns and 

agricultural practices and partial rewilding of areas where 

agriculture is less economically and ecologically viable, thus restoring ecosystem services 

and maintaining and recovering the biodiversity we have left. I’d like to not 

just halt the decline of our natural world, and to protect those 

species and habitats that we are lucky enough to still live alongside, but also to positively 

contribute to recreating, reintroducing, resurrecting, re-wilding our 

environment and wildlife. Our cities and towns are areas where 

we can only do little things to help support wildlife, but in our 

countryside we can convert non-profitable and barren farmed fields and our uplands back 

to wildflower meadows and woodlands. And also re-plant broadleaved 
forests in our national parks where non-native conifers 

dominate. To make it become a reality we need to change the way 
people and politicians think, but we are all waiting and 

trying to halt declne. We have to start somewhere, and we have to think big! My vision 

for nature is a broad realisation that conservation is all about people, not wildlife. A future 

where nature underpins 
government policy. 
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Foreword

If you go back far enough, to a time before photosynthesizing life forms 
developed, the atmosphere of our planet was unlivable. It was only after 
photosynthesizing organisms began exhaling oxygen into the atmosphere 
that the world as we know it began to form. Throughout millennia the 
combined detritus of plants and animals mixed with original sediment to 
create soil - the fragile substance on the earth’s crust that made farming 
possible, the substance on which human civilizations rose and fell. Even 
today our fossil fuels are the result of ancient Paleozoic Era ecosystems 
that captured the sun’s energy – the same energy that we are now using 
billions of years later.

Hold your breath for a moment and consider a world in which nature had 
not provided us with oxygen, water, soil, or fossil fuels.

Today, amidst the distractions of modern life, in a time when half of the 
world’s population live in cities – it has become possible to lose sight of 
where we came from. Through our own hubris, we fail to acknowledge 
that everything we have is derived from the vast and complex matrix 
of ecosystems and creatures with whom we share the earth, and upon 
whom our very existence as a species is contingent. And so we find 
ourselves at a moment in history when our planet’s living systems are in 
serious trouble.

No other generation has ever had such a monumental task as that which 
faces young people today. Never before has our very existence as a 
species been called into question.

From global climate, resources, species extinction, and the fate of our 
living systems, to the more everyday issue of the open spaces in our 
own back gardens and parks – our decisions today are more crucial than 
ever before, particularly for young people and generations to come. 
Many of the things that we love and depend upon will vanish if we do 
not take direct action to protect and maintain them.
 
Most people miss the point when talking about the environment. 
Protecting nature is not about limiting ourselves to protect some 
other unrelated entity. It is in fact about enriching ourselves, and 
having respect for that which allows us life. It is ensuring that our 



fellow creatures continue to flourish, and about ensuring that future 
generations will be born into the same lush canvas of natural complexity 
we have all been so fortunate to enjoy.

We all must decide what world we want to live in.

Paul Rosolie is a 28 year old naturalist, 
explorer, and award winning wildlife 
filmmaker. Author of ‘Mother of God: 

An Extraordinary Journey Into the 
Uncharted Tributaries of the 

Western Amazon’.



Editors’ Welcome

A growing movement of young people are sharing their passion for the 
incredible wildlife that the United Kingdom is home to. From moth 
trapping, to photography, to art, to blogging they are blending scientific 
expertise, creativity and a love for nature. 

The UK boasts amazing natural spectacles from millions of starlings 
forming murmurations every year, to rutting red deer to the peregrine 
falcons and foxes on our doorsteps in many of our towns and cities. 
These things make fantastic material for our creative work and for our 
study.

But we’re not just sharing our passion, we’re also increasingly speaking 
out about the problems nature faces, and the alternative future we want 
to grow up and grow old in. We’re acutely aware of the threats it faces. 
The State of Nature report, and many other reports, have made the 
problems wildlife faces abundantly clear.

So this report sets out young people’s Vision for Nature.

We want to raise our own children and retire in a flourishing natural 
world, leaving a world rich in wildlife that future generations will be 
proud of. We also hope to repay the debt we owe to the ecologists and 
campaigners of decades and centuries gone by, whose achievements we 
enjoy and rely on today.

This report is made up of the views of hundreds of young people, views 
that vary widely. However, their common belief is that our political, 
economic and social systems are failing to protect some of the things 
they love the most: our wildlife, our forests, our beaches, our rivers.

We’re telling the politicians that we’ll be watching how they take care of 
nature, and that we want to help. Our message to those with the 
power to secure nature’s future (or to mess it up) is a simple one: help 
us save nature. 

Thanks from the Vision for Nature team - Lucy McRobert, Matt Williams, 
Elisabeth Whitebread, Maddy Bartlett, Ben Eagle, Megan Shersby and 
Tom Mason.
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How this report was 
written

This report has been written by a small team of 
people who are under 35 years old, right down to 
the age of 12, and who love wildlife. We’ve had 
input from hundreds of young people - the ideas 
in it are mostly theirs. 

We’ve received photography, art and creative 
writing from young people. We’ve held focus 
groups and interviews with young people who 
care about nature and who are policy experts 
at some of the UK’s leading conservation NGOs. 
And through our online surveys and social media, 
we’ve gathered many more young people’s visions 
for nature.

This report isn’t just a series of policy 
recommendations. We believe that the 
conservation sector needs to learn to connect 
much more with people’s hearts by drawing on the 
inspiration that nature provides. That’s one of our 
recommendations and we’re putting it into practice 
here using photography, art and creative writing to 
set out our vision.

While we’ve interviewed policy experts at some 
NGOs, we must stress that this report does 
not necessarily represent the views of their 
organisations. Nor does it necessarily, in every 
instance, represent the views of A Focus On 
Nature. But it does represent the diverse visions 
for nature of a growing and passionate UK youth 
nature movement.
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Executive Summary

“None of us own the natural world. We only hold it in 
trust for the next generation. It is a cause for hope 
that, as this report shows, so many of those who 

will inherit it feel the same.”
Sir David Attenborough, 2016

This report is the product of a movement of young people who love 
nature. Our vision is of a United Kingdom (including its devolved nations) 
where wildlife returns to levels of abundance not seen for decades or 
centuries, where people in urban areas have free and easy access to 
green space, and where more land and sea are put aside for nature. 
We’d like to see children and adults alike connected to the outdoors as 
a space to continue traditions, maintain physical and mental health, and 
enjoy each other’s company on a daily basis.

To achieve this, politicians, businesses and NGOs need to put 
nature far higher up the agenda for action. 

Young people, like those who have made this report, are also 
crucial to making this vision a reality. The international youth 
climate movement has played a key role in progress on climate change in 
the last decade. We hope that a UK and a global youth nature movement 
will achieve the same levels of support for wildlife.

Asks for governments

Recent governments, including the current Westminster 
Government, have done little to tackle the loss of nature, and in 
many cases have allowed it to decline further. Young people want a 
government that they can trust and empathise with, one that they 
respect and one that they can look to with pride. When it comes to 
nature, that’s quite difficult right now. We’d like to change that. 

As we write this shortly after the UK’s referendum vote to leave the 
EU, our politics and much of our legislation, is in a state of uncertainty. 
Regardless of what happens in coming months, our wildlife and nature 
need protection in law (and otherwise) that is even stronger and better 



implemented than the laws it benefits from today.

To achieve our vision we believe that the following seven changes 
need to be made during the course of the next seven Westminster 
parliamentary terms. Whilst we’ve mainly focused on the Westminster 
Government, some of these recommendations apply to the devolved 
administrations of the UK.

Our top seven recommendations for the next seven 
Westminster parliaments are:

1. The UK Government to bring out a 250-year plan for nature that 
achieves our vision by 2050, then sets out how nature will be 
maintained for generations to come.

2. All tax breaks and subsidies for fossil fuels in the UK to be redirected 
to renewable energy.

3. All agricultural payments to incentivise management of farmland that 
benefits wildlife.

4. 25% of UK land and marine environments to be managed for nature 
to the highest standards under robust nature legislation.
 

5. A programme of rewilding and reintroduction to improve species’ 
fortunes, including keystone and apex species.
 

6. Throughout primary school 20% of lesson time to be spent outdoors 
in quality green space, with half of this spent learning about and 
interacting with the natural world. Natural History will become a key 
part of the curriculum in secondary education.
 

7. A joint government, business, and third sector programme to create 
ten city national parks across the UK and to develop urban nature 



reserves and wildlife gardens in the most deprived communities in 
the UK.

Asks for the nature conservation sector

To achieve the vision we’re setting out, governments can’t act alone. 
The organisations that work to save nature need to be part of this effort 
too. We therefore have three main recommendations to the nature 
conservation organisations operating within the UK. 

We are indebted to them for their help and support both with running A 
Focus On Nature and in the production of this report, and we would like 
to see them continue this support by taking on board the following three 
objectives. 

1) Drafting, agreeing to and signing a single, simple joint manifesto, for 
the next ten years, that sets out their:
- defined areas of work - where they will work independently, and where 
they will work together in coalition
- marketing and membership objectives and strategies, making sure that 
they work in harmony together and send out consistent messaging that 
benefits all organisations
- key policy areas and priorities, outlining opportunities for collaboration

2. Building a better world doesn’t just mean saving nature. It also means 
proactively addressing inequalities by becoming far more diverse and 
inclusive, whilst simultaneously addressing the lack of engagement 
with certain societal groups. The more diverse our movement and our 
own organisations, the more effective we will be at opening up space 
for political change. Evidence shows that more diverse organisations 
are more effective too. We would like to see conservation organisations 
working together to overcome these barriers, and speaking out for the 
groups who need it most. 

3. The conservation sector needs to help foster the next generation 
of nature lovers and conservationists. The barriers to entry to the 
profession are extremely high and privilege the wealthy. Internships and 
apprenticeships paid at the living wage (at least) with sufficient cover for 
expenses should become common practice. NGOs should abandon the 
default of requiring all applicants for jobs to have a degree, and only ask 
for this when it is necessary for the role. 



Stand together, and stand strong. Now, more than ever, nature 
conservation needs heroes, warriors, thinkers and do-ers. You are 
the final line of defence for nature in this country and your members, 
supporters and the youth of today need to be confident that we can 
look to you to do the right thing: not just for your organisation, but for 
nature.

Asks for business

Businesses play an extremely important role in society and we can’t build 
this future without working with them either. Here are a few suggestions 
for ways in which they could help.

1. Avoid using nature or wildlife in your advertising unless you are 
benefitting nature in a meaningful way.

2. Publish statements on your impact on biodiversity and the natural 
world.

3. Particularly if you impact nature, but regardless, work with 
governments and NGOs to help provide nature and green spaces for 
society.



Politics and Economics

By 2050 our political system will have nature at its heart. Alongside the 
priorities of the economy, defence, education, and health will be the vitality 
of our natural world. MPs, and representatives in the UK’s other chambers, 
will be familiar with the nature and wildlife of Great Britain. There will be 
institutions that have a specific duty to scrutinise legislation for its impacts 
on or benefits for the environment.
 
In 2050 nature will be a fundamental part of all decision-making in civil 
society, corporations and politics. This will include financial levies on 
unsustainable businesses whose ambitions lead to degradation of the 
environment, which will be used to create and maintain community green 
spaces and wild places. It will be illegal to knowingly (or inadvertently) and 
irreversibly damage any wildlife or wild place. Necessary developments, 
such as house-building, will need to prove that they can be done in 
harmony with wildlife. The laws we already have to protect nature will be 
fully implemented and targets will be met.

From sequestering carbon to protecting our homes from flooding, 
governments must acknowledge how nature underpins humanity and the 
economy. This must mean commitment by governments to make nature a 
legal consideration in every decision: from our development and planning 
laws to how we spend the NHS budget.
 
Across the UK, in Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and England, at national 
and local levels, our politics are failing to secure the future of the natural 
world. Whilst we’ve chosen to focus on the Westminster Government, 
devolved administrations and all levels of Government need to take 
action. The political elite, local government, independent commissions 
and representatives continually prioritise other issues over nature. This is 
wrong and short-sighted.
 
Our food, health and the economy rely on diverse and healthy ecosystems. 
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“In 2050 nature will be a fundamental 
part of all decision-making”

#VisionforNature Change the laws. Change the restrictions. Change the     ethos. And change the perception. Change is the only way forward!

Politics and Economics



Today’s young people and future generations will be lumbered with the 
costs and consequences of such short-term thinking.
 
This report focuses on conservation in the UK, but we do recognise that 
there are many challenges for wildlife around the world. We believe that 
the UK government should be helping other countries as well as putting 
increasing effort (and money) into supporting our UK Overseas Territories 
to protect and restore their natural environments.
 
It will be recognised by 2050 that there is a clear link between nature 
and economy. Growing evidence shows that short-term financial gains 
today could result in big financial costs in the future. In some cases, such 
as 2015’s terrible winter flooding, the costs of mistreating our natural 
environment come around sooner than we expect. Emphasis should fall 
upon the necessity of planning a long-term economic strategy and an 
acceptance in Government that by investing in any ecosystem, society and 
wildlife will reap dividends in the long term.
 
This should never be about ascribing a trade value or price to wild places or 
wildlife. That can result in the small or large scale destruction of habitats, 
including many dangerous forms of biodiversity offsetting. All environments 
have a value: from psychological wellbeing to providing clean water or 
sustaining the pollinator populations that underpin the growth of our 
crops, as well as for their own sakes.

A 250-year plan for nature is ambitious and a changing climate makes it 
hard to predict the conditions that we’ll need to act in. But government 
can use our recommendations to get to where we need to be by 2050, 
and maintain a flourishing natural world thereafter. We want the 250-year 
plan to set out the ways nature will be protected for generations to come.
 
Young people can be given a voice in the heart of Government through 
youth-focussed consultations and institutions. The Children’s Commissioner 
should have a strengthened role to relay such concerns.

#VisionforNature Change the laws. Change the restrictions. Change the     ethos. And change the perception. Change is the only way forward! 14
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Our top recommendation is:

The UK Government to bring out a 
250-year plan for nature that achieves our vision by 
2050, then sets out how nature will be maintained 

for centuries to come.

We are also calling for:
• A legal recognition that UK governments are holding the natural 
    environment in trust for young people and future generations, and     
    that they have a duty not only to protect it, but improve it.

• Legally binding targets for reversing the decline of and kickstarting 
the recovery of UK nature, to be met every five years.

 
• A nature ombudsman (such as an Office for Environmental 

Responsibility) who would scrutinise all government legislation for its 
impact on or benefits for, the natural environment. They would advise 
government and propose new policies for incorporating the value of 
nature in decision-making.

 
• Financial and material contributions from the UK to developing 

countries that increase year on year to support nature conservation 
efforts abroad.

• Youth policy forums and hearings organised by Parliamentary select 
committees in order to ensure that young people’s and future 
generations’ concerns are part of all Government decision-making.

• Funding for local authorities to employ ecologists to inform planning 
applications and make sure new developments are as ecologically 
beneficial as possible, as well as identifying opportunities to improve 
and connect natural habitats.

Politics and Economics 
recommendations

#VisionforNature A world where governments         stand or fall on their environmental performance.



Every empire ever built on this green earth has fallen,
Every man and woman one day buried in the ground,
Every single atom gets recycled through the void, And,
everyone finds peace and beauty when they look around.

At every little detail on the wings of every insect
Every barb on every feather on every single wing
Every bone in every Body, all of them are equal,
Conservation, saving ourselves, these are the same thing.

Every grasp for power is trivial in the grand scheme
Every coin and note in the world won’t guarantee your gladness.
But everyone appreciates a woodland, a wetland, a bubbling stream,
Without a green space for retreat we’d descend into madness

So what I ask of those who lead us isn’t constant growing,
Ecology has taught us that all things have upper limits,
I don’t want you to sacrifice the treasures we already know
To fashion economic growth that somehow is infinite.

Instead please just protect everything that you’ve been gifted
Remember you’ve got powers that can save or can destroy,
Your legacies will not be statues built in gold and platinum
They’ll be how much of earth is left for others to enjoy.

As every single one of us needs somewhere to escape to,
Every man, woman, child, they cannot be sustained,
If every habitation is a jail made out of concrete,
And every wild creature has been kicked aside or tamed.

Every little thing that can be done to restore balance,
Every good deed to protect our wilderness,
Each one is a small part of a long-game we’re all playing
To ensure that in a hundred years, our grandchildren have something left.

So every time you’re sitting in your office in the city,
And have to make a choice, between plundering and preserving,
Remember we, your citizens, deserve some wild spaces left,
And please try to remember, who it is you’re really serving. 

By Liam Curson

#VisionforNature A world where governments         stand or fall on their environmental performance. 16



By 2050 all farmland will be managed sustainably by farmers to improve 
the quality of their soils and reduce their ecological footprint. Individual 
farms will make up wider ecological networks with hedgerows, beetle 
banks, stone walls and grass margins forming corridors between 
habitats.
 
Our farmland landscapes will involve living soils, vibrant grasslands and 
biodiverse fieldscapes, and a holistic approach to management, which 
will take ecological, economic, cultural and social aspects of planning 
into account.
 
Far more growing will be done at a local scale, at home or in the 
community. People will buy and sell more local food, and the use of 
chemicals and damaging intensive farming practices will have been 
significantly reduced, with those known to harm wildlife banned.

The way we grow our food has a marked impact on the natural world. 
Farmers are under increasing pressure to supply food for a growing 
world population whilst meeting high environmental expectations. Over 
60% of known farmland species have declined in abundance. This is 
an unacceptable failure of the system. About 75% of land in the UK is 
farmed so any vision for nature has to go hand-in-hand with a vision for 
farming.
 
Healthy soils are the basis for food production. However, in the UK the 
rate of annual loss of soil through erosion is about 2.2 million tonnes, 
costing British farmers £9 million in lost production a year. In 2050 soils 
will be managed to minimise these threats, with sufficient organic matter 
put back in for structure and fertility.
 
Agricultural subsidies will move towards a system of payments rewarding 
good environmental management, ecosystem service payments and 

Food and Farming

“Sustainable food production will be integrated into 
the curriculum.”

Food and Farming

   #VisionforNature An emphasis on locally produced, locally sold, high         quality foods that are produced in a way that is sympathetic to wildlife.17



helping the rural economy to diversify.  Existing management practices 
such as conservation headlands, six metre field margins and beetle 
banks must continue but practice should be radicalised to incentivise 
landscape-scale projects involving all farms.

The uplands could generate renewable energy, produce high quality 
meat and support a vibrant tourist economy. Currently, more than half 
(53%) of England’s Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) are in 
the uplands. In 2050, hill farmers will be tackling climate change and 
protecting biodiversity, as well as producing meat.  Areas of heather 
will grow rather than the dominance of grasses and sedges, and great 
forests will flourish. Restored moorland will have multiple benefits 
including encouraging populations of nesting birds, whilst reducing the 
risk of downstream flooding.
 
In 2050 all farms will be growing crops and raising animals using 
sustainable techniques, under organic principles or the sustainable 
principles of ‘conventional’ agriculture such as Integrated Farm 
Management. Spraying of pesticides will be limited, replaced with cultural 
controls.
 
Local communities need to build links with local food producers and 
many more people than today will be using high street bakers, butchers 
and greengrocers.
 
Sustainable food production and cookery will be integrated into the 
curriculum and every child will visit a working farm as part of their 
schooling.

Worldwide, the growth in population is putting pressure on nature. 
However, in the UK consumption is a far bigger issue and one of the 
biggest threats to nature. Government should begin by tackling this, by 
incentivising local food purchasing and minimising waste. This would 
include a policy similar to that adopted in Scotland: 70% of all waste to 
be recycled by 2025 and a ban on municipal biodegradable waste going 
to landfill.

   #VisionforNature An emphasis on locally produced, locally sold, high         quality foods that are produced in a way that is sympathetic to wildlife. 18



Case Study - Lodge Farm, 
Westhorpe, Suffolk, E.J  Barker and Sons:
 
This 625 hectare arable farm has been run by cousins, Brian and 
Patrick Barker since 2005 and is now a LEAF (Linking Environment 
and Farming) Demonstration farm, committed to sustainable farming 
practices. The farm is managed using the principles of Integrated Farm 
Management. The Barkers aim to increase biodiversity of the farm 
ecosystem and they maintain and create habitats with a range of heights, 
ages and density of vegetation, encouraging a variety of pecies. They 
have reverted marginal areas on the farm to grassland and planted wild 
bird mix, cleaned and restored ponds and altered the arable production 
and use of equipment. Hedgerows have been planted with a mix of 
different locally relevant species that provide fruit and nectar throughout 
the year. 

Sustainable soil and water management is important, as well as 
conserving energy. In 2009 Brian and Patrick were the winners of the 
FWAG Silver Lapwing Award and in 2010 were jointly named the Farmers 
Weekly Countryside Farmer of the Year.

             #VisionforNature A sustainable food system, lots of bees.              Recovering fish stocks. No culled badgers. Birds singing. Beautiful.19



We are also calling for:
• Integrating food and environmentally sustainable farming into 

the curriculum.
 
• Top predators to be tolerated and to prosper on farmland and 

upland ecosystems, with economic losses compensated by 
government.
 

• Supermarkets to have a legal obligation to source local food as 
a first resort, and a tax on all waste generated by supermarkets, 
the revenue of which is ploughed back into helping nature 
on farmland. There must be a cap placed on the number of 
supermarkets per head of local population to encourage local 
businesses to thrive without competition from major national 
chains.
 

• Distribution of waste food to institutions in need, such as food 
banks and refugee centres.
 

• An emphasis on reducing demand, reusing and recycling and 
statutory targets for the UK to achieve this.
 

• Targets for farmland species recovery & pollinators.
 

• A reduction of one third in the amount of meat consumed in the 
UK.

Our top recommendation is:

Food and Farming 
recommendations

All agricultural payments to incentivise 
management of farmland that benefits wildlife.

             #VisionforNature A sustainable food system, lots of bees.              Recovering fish stocks. No culled badgers. Birds singing. Beautiful. 20



In 2050, climate change will have been limited to a rise of just one and a 
half degrees centigrade - the scientifically agreed limit of global warming 
that is safe for people and planet.
 
The vast majority of fossil fuels will remain buried beneath the soil that 
supports a thriving natural world. Because of this, the UK will have as 
close as possible to zero greenhouse gas emissions and will rely 100% 
on renewable energy. Natural systems like peat bogs will have been 
protected and restored, benefiting not only wildlife but locking away 
carbon too.
 
The use or support of fossil fuels will be socially unacceptable  and 
large-scale system change will have left former fossil fuel companies 
sensationally reformed or else bankrupt relics.
 

Much of people’s energy will come from just around the corner, often 
from their neighbours. Where large-scale industrial energy is still 
needed it will be 100% renewable. We’ll use less energy because we’ll 
be spending more time outdoors and less time in front of screens. Our 
homes will be made to be more efficient and built and retrofitted to 
require less energy, with energy production and storage technology built 
in by legal requirement.
 
The large-scale energy infrastructure we do have - onshore and offshore 
wind, solar farms, combined heat and power biomass - will be located 
where it has least impact on nature.
 
Where climate change has left the UK vulnerable to stronger storms 
and rising sea levels, large new areas of habitat will have been created 
by realigning our coastlines, estuaries, wetlands and forests (instead 
of building sea walls) and protecting communities. We know now that 
climate change is the greatest long-term threat to wildlife - research 
published in 2015 showed that if things continue as they are then one in 
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Climate Change

The vast majority of fossil fuels will remain buried 
beneath the soil that supports a thriving natural world.

#VisionforNature Somewhere with as much                  (or more!) species diversity as there is today21
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six of all species worldwide will go extinct by the end of the century.
The picture in the UK is more mixed, since some European species will 
benefit by being able to spread northwards, but others might be pushed 
off the northern edge of their range in the UK. What we do know is that 
across the world, climate change will have terrible consequences for 
wildlife if left unchecked.
 

From extreme weather events to changing species interactions, climate 
change is going to have a terrible effect on wildlife across Europe. It is 
predicted that by the end of the century, one third of Europe’s 
bumblebees could have lost 80% of their habitat. Bird species and other 
wildlife will be forced to move many, many kilometres to track suitable 
climatic conditions. Mismatches in timing and location of species will put 
pressure on them.
 

The UK will increasingly become an ‘ark’ for wildlife that moves 
northwards, although many of our species will be negatively affected too. 
This only increases the responsibility to manage our spaces for nature to 
the highest quality, and to set more space aside.
 

Climate change, more than any other environmental issue, crosses 
international boundaries. For the sake of wildlife across the world the UK 
needs to make a fair and substantial contribution to reducing its 
emissions to zero as soon as possible.
 

When developing renewable energy, Government must take a strategic 
and spatial approach, using the best available data to ensure that all 
developments go in places where there won’t be harm to wildlife. They 
can rely on growing research by NGOs to do this, but should also be 
ensuring that there is new funding where information gaps are greatest - 
particularly at sea.

Finally - nature can be one of our best allies in helping people and 
wildlife adapt to the effects of climate change. Soft, nature-based 
solutions to adaptation should be the first choice. These can create new 
areas for wildlife whilst protecting communities from the impacts of 
extreme events, whilst also locking away carbon and helping to reduce 
climate change. Places like the RSPB’s Wallasea Island provide a model 
that could be replicated across the UK at different scales, getting 
community buy-in to solutions that help species.

#VisionforNature Somewhere with as much                  (or more!) species diversity as there is today 22



We are also calling for:
• Strategic planning for energy developments that is spatial and based 

on good data about where the lowest impact on nature would be.
 
• All public institutions to be made to immediately divest from fossil 

fuels, by law.
 
• Public transport, which is far lower carbon than individual car 
• transport or flying, should be very low cost, in order to incentivise 

greater uptake. This will be fundede by...
 
• ...a new tax that replaces VAT and that reflects the                      

environmental (in particular carbon) impacts of goods and services. 
This new tax should go towards cycling and walking infrastructure as 
well as subsidised public transport.

 
• The UK to give away 1% of GDP (in addition to overseas              

development aid) to developing countries to fund climate change 
mitigation and adaptation.
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Our top recommendation is:

Climate change
 recommendations

All tax breaks and subsidies for fossil fuels in the UK 
to be immediately redirected to renewable energy.

#VisionforNature By working to preserve, create and connect habitats                we have helped wildlife to be more resilient to climate change. 
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Kittiwake illustration, by Narisa Togo

Kittiwakes
are one of the bird species worst affected by climate change already. It has been linked to a 

70% decline in their UK population since the 1980s.

#VisionforNature By working to preserve, create and connect habitats                we have helped wildlife to be more resilient to climate change. 



The constant soundtrack of traffic on busy road hums in the background; 
characterless office blocks dominate the skyline and a couple of cans of 
‘Special Brew’ tossed in the hedgerow indicate this may not be a place to visit 
after dark. However, these distractions are insignificant as I admire the carpet 
of woodland plants and flowers, listen to the yaffling of a Green Woodpecker 
flying over the meadow and admire the speed and agility of a Sparrowhawk 
on a fleeting flypast. A Little Owl stares down at me with its inherent air of 
superiority, safe from its perch in an old Chestnut true. We all have an urban 
oasis nearby, whether you have discovered it or not it’s out there somewhere.  

However, as wonderful for wildlife as urban greenspaces can be, an 
enormous spectrum of management exists varying from place to place, 
determining how wildlife friendly a site can be. We have to accept that 
people need amenity greenspace for activities such as playing sport, 
walking dogs and flying radio controlled helicopters into Oak trees, the latter 
experienced in my current job! 

What is unforgiveable, however, is the pathological ‘tidying up’ of potentially 
wilder urban spaces, cutting grass incessantly, clearing scrub and removing 
life giving deadwood. In addition to chipping away at the ecological value of a 
greenspace to its detriment, this mind-set contributes to nature deficit disorder 
and people, particularly children, are denied the chance to experience a truly 
wild space in their local area. That is a tragedy. Wildlife conservation should 
be about maximising the potential of any suitable area for species common 
or rare. It doesn’t take an expert to see the demise of a common species can 
happen in a frighteningly short space of time, the humble Hedgehog a recent 
example.  

Rewilding is an exciting proposition, but it doesn’t have to be confined to wild 
forests in Scotland. 

What species, with possible reintroductions and natural dispersal, could we 
expect to see in urban areas? In addition of course, to providing new areas 
to boost populations of existing and declining species. Pine Martens have 
recorded an extraordinary recovery, now found on a nature reserve on the 
outskirts of Glasgow. With reintroductions planned in England and Wales, this 
is a tantalising proposition. Otters are already found in some towns and cities, 
it would be amazing if you had a good chance of seeing them in most towns, 

Revitalising urban 
greenspace



for there can be no finer sight in nature than an Otter rolling around in clear 
waters, catching a Fish or Eel once in a while. The Goshawk is one of the most 
persecuted and vilified birds of prey in the country, confined to remote forests, 
whereas on the continent they live in cities, famously Berlin. It would be a 
dream to see arguably the most efficient and versatile avian predator in our 
town and city parks, demonstrating their speed, agility and power. 

So my vision for nature is that all urban greenspaces will be appreciated 
for their conservation value, to be enhanced where possible. A consistent 
management approach should be adopted across the country, empowering 
local people to help manage areas through volunteering and community 
projects. Deadwood should receive some form of protection, as a valuable 
habitat in its own right, with sanctions for its destruction without suitable 
justification. Ponds, full of aquatic invertebrates and amphibians, scrub, small 
meadows, structured woodland and open meadows will all be prominent 
habitats and far preferable to overwhelmingly busy tube stations, shopping 
centres and markets. London may even become a National Park if the 
campaign running for it succeeds. The passion for nature generated in 
revitalised urban areas will be translated into wider conservation efforts and 
more young people will be inspired to join the growing pool of talented 
conservationists.

By James Walker



#VisionforNature Nature is fully integrated into                the landscape, whether it be urban or rural

In 2050, the UK landscape will be richer in wildlife and made up of far 
more natural habitats. The UK landscape will be a patchwork of areas 
that are set aside for nature and areas that are managed in sympathy 
with it.
 
Far larger areas of the UK will be put aside for nature. Our farmland will 
also be more sensitive to nature, and more individualistic. 
Large-scale, monoculture farming will, in some cases have been replaced 
by a mixture of allotment, subsistence and local farming.
 
At sea, close to 200 Marine Protected Areas will protect the half of UK 
wildlife that depends on our coasts. 

Many UK landscapes are currently inhospitable to wildlife and diverse 
habitats are degrading: we have lost 97% of wildflower meadows since 
the middle of the 20th century. Remaining fragments of disconnected 
ecosystems are unable to spread or interact with one another, many of 
which need a high level of management to ensure the survival of the 
isolated species.
 
Whilst 12% of the UK land surface is within protected areas, only 5% of 
land surface is deemed to be well-managed for nature. The UK is falling 
far short of the international target of 17% by 2020. These areas are 
becoming increasingly fragile due to multiple pressures.
 
By 2050, there will be a landscape approach to nature conservation, 
with an intricate system of connecting wildlife corridors ensuring the 
sustainability of our ecosystem services. Whilst The Wildlife Trusts, RSPB 
and others have adopted this as a standard practice (for example with 
the Great Fen Project), it must be supported by the implementation 
of the Lawton principles by government and best practice guidance 
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Bigger, and better connected areas for nature will 
mean that in some places we’ll have stepped back 

to let nature do its own thing.

Landscape
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across all land management: farming, housing, town planning and 
infrastructure.

Vast areas of uplands are currently put aside for arcade-style hunting of 
grouse. A percentage of these areas of land will, by 2050, be managed 
for conservation, with 50% managed in conjunction with or handed back 
to Government or to nature conservation organisations.
 

In the lowlands, grazing meadows and wetlands will be restored across 
wider areas and at a landscape scale in order to provide space for 
wildlife. Communities across the UK will be encouraged to create wildlife 
corridors throughout urban spaces and farmed land.
 
Bigger and better connected areas for nature will mean that in some 
places we’ll have stepped back to let nature do its own thing, in some 
cases entirely, accepting that natural processes may lead to localised 
population increase or decline.  
 

By 2050, forest cover in the UK will be 20% of the land surface, with one 
third of this commercial softwood, one third hardwood for energy and 
wildlife, and one third mixed broadleaved woodland managed just for 
wildlife.

At sea, government will have implemented and gone beyond the UK 
Marine and Coastal Act (2009) by designating, and  managing, an 
ecologically coherent network of around 200 Marine Protected Areas.

These areas will reflect the necessity of protecting mobile species 
(cetaceans, sharks, etc.) and will incorporate better practice for fisheries, 
with sustainable objectives being a priority.
 
The Marine Stewardship Council standards will be tightened. Marine 
renewable energy will be the norm, but sensitively deployed and 
managed: the long-term effects of current developments must be 
assessed before we allow further vast structures to be put into place.
 
The Plastic Bag Tax will be applied to all businesses. A 2015 survey has 
highlighted that 90% of seabirds have ingested plastic: a more concerted 
effort to provide recycling facilities on streets and in towns will be 
instigated, coupled with a ban on all non-recyclable plastics being used 
for packaging. All microplastics will be banned.
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We are also calling for:
• Conservation practice to involve more stepping back to let nature do 

its own thing, in the appropriate places.
 
• We need more, bigger and better connected areas for nature, 

including urban areas.
 
• Our uplands and lowlands to see less damaging intensive activity 

(hunting, grazing, crops) and more sensitive activities that increase 
revenue from tourism and leisure and help wildlife.

 
• Forest cover in the UK to be returned to 20%.
 
• The Marine Act to be fully implemented through the designation of 

Marine Protected Areas and Marine Conservation Zones around UK 
coasts.

Our top recommendation is:

Landscape 
recommendations

25% of UK land and marine environment to be 
managed for nature to the highest standards 

under robust nature legislation.



“I have come home at last! This is my real country! 
I belong here. This is the land I  have been looking 
for all my life, though I never knew it till now. Come 

further up, come further in!” 
The Last Battle, C.S. Lewis

With a jolt and a clink, my trowel scrapes against flint again. I prise the chalky 
loam from the sides of the stone and it tumbles free into a small half-dug pit. 
There’s fantastic wildlife on chalk soils, and I hope to catch some of it in the 
modest traps I’m setting. They’re mere plastic cups set flush with the ground, 
but they make effective pitfalls for any unwary invertebrates trundling across 
the woodland floor. For a few weeks this spring the woods are my workplace. 

And what a workplace: a place lost in time, as far from office drudgery as it is 
possible to get in the southeast of England. The beech trees that tower above 
me as I dig have done so for many human generations, their leaves catching 
the light in May, in just this shade of intense pea-green, for hundreds of years. 
And when I sit back and catch my breath the other life of the place begins 
to show, and to glow with the same luminosity as the chlorophyll-drenched 
canopy. 

A soldier fly sits on the very tip of a bluebell leaf, a single drop of dew 
balanced on the top of its bronze-green thorax. A roe deer barks, eyes wide 
and crazed, aggressively edging closer before finally tearing away in great 
elastic bounds. 

Longhorn moths swarm in their dawn lek, dancing in a shaft of sunlight made 
visible by pollen grains and dust. All these things I see, and wonder at. Yet 
it feels as though there’s a deeper reality in the woods I haven’t grasped, 
beneath the perceptible surface of things. I too am an animal, alive in these 
woods, apparently conscious, but I don’t belong. I am an outsider, an alien, 
and it’s all too painfully obvious with every clumsy, crashing stride I take. 

In The Last Battle, the book that ends the classic Narnia series, C.S. Lewis 
describes the apocalypse of his fictional world and its replacement with a 
heavenly yet strangely familiar realm. This is usually taken to be a straight 
Christian allegory for the biblical ‘new heaven and new earth’, and an 

Further Up 
and Further In



imaginative interpretation of the Christian afterlife. But since reading the book 
as a child I’ve always remembered the appeal of this picture of ever-unfolding 
exploration, and I think there’s a broader application, beyond the narrowly 
religious, to the idea of a country where ‘every rock and flower and blade of 
grass looked like it meant more’. 

Perhaps the seeds of the new world are already growing, right here in the old 
one. A world that means more has always been with us – we needn’t wait on 
pie in the sky – but has no known past and no knowable future. It exists now, 
and again now, slipping through our restless fingers if we don’t stop and pay 
attention. It’s a world that science can analyze and love can make dear to us, 
bringing us closer, but both also ironically risk perpetuating the destructive 
path we’re on. 

Consider the trend, among conservation scientists, to speak of ‘natural 
capital’ and ‘ecosystem services’. Here rocks and flowers and blades of grass, 
bees, bats, newts and birds are tallied and accounted for, reduced to the level 
of other imaginary financial constructs. Like money. Far from meaning more, 
they’re divested of all meaning beyond the crudely utilitarian, stripped of the 
qualities that made a flower a flower in the first place. 

Consider too how we’re encouraged to ‘love nature’ in a generic sense. A 
superficial love for all animals everywhere, wild or otherwise, that breeds a 
self-reinforcing obsession with the big, furry, cute and exotic. Conservation 
becomes a global, jet fuel burning game, funded by green consumerism: love 
nature, love shopping! It may inspire extraordinary, heroic and undoubtedly 
welcome efforts to save a handful of species from extinction, but how does 
it help us to live richly and fully in a place in which we feel we belong? We 
lurch from natural capital to natural capitalism, and they’re both ultimately as 
empty as the fundamentalist capitalism which lies at the heart of our world’s 
problems. 

This started with a hole in the ground, so how did I end up here? I went to 
the woods for science and knowledge, or more honestly because I have a PhD 
to complete and I need some data to hang a thesis around. I stay for love. I 
stay because I can’t imagine doing anything else, but also because in the quiet 
of the woods at first light I begin to see just how wonderful this wild earth is, 
or at least could be, and I want to go deeper. 

Not deeper into the soil – one cup’s depth is quite enough! – but into the 
fabric of the place, to know, and to feel, what it is made of; to know, at last, 
that this is the country I have been looking for.

By Chris Foster
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In 2050 the British landscape will be alive with birds, mammals, insects, 
plants and trees. Species decline will have reversed and populations of 
wildlife will be increasing across the UK (and the world!).
 
Landscape scale restoration will have transformed our ecosystems 
into environments rich in wildlife and natural resources. 25% of the 
UK’s landmass is protected and well-managed for wildlife. Keystone 
species (from fungi to falcons) that were once extinct will thrive in large 
landscape scale conservation areas and national parks, and live side-by-
side with communities that reap the rewards of a healthy ecosystem. 
Farming and nature conservation will co-exist and support a biodiverse 
mosaic of habitats across the UK. 

Today, wildlife in the UK is on a downward trend. The State of Nature 
report told us that 60% of wildlife surveyed has declined in the last 
50 years. Many of these declines have come about directly because of 
human practices; with regulation, enforcement of laws and engagement, 
these fortunes can be reversed.
 
By 2050, no wildlife or habitat will remain unprotected by law: these 
laws will include a buy-out clause for species that may be hunted (within 
reasonable population parameters) for food: species like Red Deer and 
Woodpigeon. These laws will avoid any species slipping into decline 
unnoticed.
 
Species protected by law are currently subject to persecution, in some 
cases to the point of local extinction: the implementation of Vicarious 
Liability across the whole of the UK (already in existence in Scotland) 
will incentivise landowners to halt illegal persecution, for example of 
Hen Harriers (which have suffered a precipitous decline due to illegal 
persecution), Peregrines and Buzzards.

The British landscape will be alive with birds, 
mammals, insects, plants and trees.

Wildlife
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Minimum species recovery targets will be set for landowners with 
financial incentives for species recovery. Substantial financial levies will 
be enforced where species continue to decline.
 
There are several species of non-natives released in enormous numbers 
every year in the name of sport. This includes 50 million pheasants and 
partridges. There will be a nationwide ban on the release of all non-
natives into the wild, including pheasants and red-legged partridges. An 
internal domestic consumer market for invasive species, such as Muntjac, 
will be encouraged.
 
Rewilding helps to create healthy ecosystems and contribute to local 
economies through tourism. The reintroduction of formerly native, apex 
and keystone species such as beaver and lynx, in order to re-establish 
natural processes, will be an immediate priority. Losses of livestock to 
predator species will be compensated for via new agricultural payment 
schemes from government, whilst tourism will diversify streams of 
income.
 
These systems have already been fully employed in some areas but 
could expand towards a coordinated domestic ecotourism industry. By 
2050, the government will promote the recreational value of British 
wildlife. This will include the establishment of a National Ecotourism 
Directory, built upon a rigorous accreditation scheme for both NGO and 
private-sector operators.
 
A cultural shift will mean that hunting takes place in a Scandinavian 
fashion – a tough pursuit as much about walking in the countryside as 
about killing. Hunting for sport alone with no intention of consumption 
will be made illegal. Driven shooting will be banned, as will hunting 
with dogs, with an immediate end to shooting species already in severe 
decline, such as Woodcock. The UK will lead the call for lead ammunition 
to be banned across the world.
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We are also calling for:
• All species to be protected by law, with a buy-out clause for species 

that may be harvested for food within acceptable population 
parameters.

 
• An instant halt to any culling practice aimed at a native species that 

is not required for conservation purposes.
 
• Implementation of vicarious liability across the UK on privately 

owned land.
 
• Strong domestic coordinated ecotourism industry (such as that 

found in Australia and New Zealand), with tax breaks for companies 
that are independently judged to both promote and benefit nature 
within the sector.

Our top recommendation is:

Wildlife
recommendations

A programme of rewilding and reintroduction to 
improve species’ fortunes, including keystone and 

apex species.

Hen harrier, by 
Apithanny Bourne
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Pine Marten, by Tiffany Francis



Voices of the Wild

Since the dawn of such curious minds as ours, 
The planet has ever more shrunk in size, 
Near nothing left unturned, not left, 
But cherished by such minds, for indeed
There was so much to be learnt, by those first
Voices of the Wild. 

These minds, who lust for more 
To pristine shores of foreign lands
An ocean’s breadth, so soon is crossed,
Tales to be told, of wonderful creatures,
Their unheard songs now known by all those
Voices of the Wild

And now, a world united in light
Of the diversity that surrounds us
So much learnt, so much known
All have now seen the beauty of nature
A people inspired, to love a world found, by the
Voices of the Wild

But when the final light of discovery goes out, 
Will darkness take hold of these curious minds?
No, for a foot has been placed in the door,
The world will always know and love
Such brilliant nature, which shall remain in our minds
For there always has been, 
Always will be
Voices of the Wild

By Dominik Reynolds



Lynx, by Matt Lissimore

“The reintroduction of formerly native, 
apex and keystone species such as 

beaver and lynx, in order to 
re-establish natural processes, will be 

an immediate priority.”



#VisionforNature I would like a world where             humans and nature can live in harmony.39

In the year 2050, a shift in cultural attitudes and behaviours will mean 
that nature is no longer seen as separate from people. An understanding 
of the natural world will have been instilled in the general public through 
their constant contact with nature both physically and intellectually at 
school, at work, at home and in the media.
 
Natural History will underscore all subjects in the curriculum, and classes 
will regularly be taught in green spaces. Urban green spaces will be 
valued as places that are significant to local communities and as places 
that have long-term mental and physical health benefits.
 
The barriers to people, particularly young people, getting outdoors will 
have been limited or removed. People of all ages, economic, religious 
and cultural backgrounds will have an invested interest in nature and a 
deep understanding of its intrinsic value in our lives.

The connection between young people and nature is diminishing with 
every generation. In England, 80% of 8-12 year olds could be more 
connected to nature. Less than 10% of children now play in natural 
areas. In Britain, 11–15-year-olds spend an average of 7.5 hours a day 
in front of a screen. The health of our children is worsening, with 10% 
of children aged between five and sixteen suffering from a mental health 
problem, and a third considered obese.
 
The wellbeing, happiness, health and education of our children can all be 
improved by having regular access to wild places. This lack of connection 
to nature is also the biggest growing threat to its future - if people don’t 
care about it, there is little momentum or political space for protection of 
it.
 
By 2050, the national curriculum will have undergone a wholesale 

The wellbeing, happiness, health and education of 
our children can all be improved by having regular 

access to wild places. 

Education and Engagement
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change: natural history will be integrated into most subjects at school. 
This will sit in addition to compulsory outdoor sports lessons in green 
spaces, and a full education on food production, climate change and 
sustainability.
 
The government will provide funding for every school to take all students 
to farms and nature reserves: nature will be accessible for and valued by 
children of all backgrounds. This will be underlined with an amendment 
to section 78 of the Education Act 2002 to include learning to care for 
the natural environment as a requirement of “a balanced and broadly 
based curriculum” for all schools.
 
There will be living wage apprenticeships and internships, jointly funded 
by conservation charities and governments, for young people wishing 
to work in the nature conservation sector, particularly those who leave 
school at 16 or who choose not to go to university.
 
Nature and wildlife will be celebrated in public spaces through 
installations, events and media, to the same extent as culture, history 
and arts. Government will invest in large-scale public engagement 
events, recognising the need for accessible platforms where public can 
learn about the natural world on their own doorstep.
 
Where a company’s products or services are unrelated to or detrimental 
to the environment, it will be illegal for them to use any aspect of wildlife 
or nature in their marketing strategies. This would include street names 
for new housing developments.
 
It will be compulsory for all products (cosmetics, food, technology, etc.) 
to be scored on, and clearly state their environmental impact, similar to 
current guidelines on providing nutritional value. This will be measured 
on carbon footprint, animal testing, sustainability and recyclability.
 
Finally, as part of a wider strategy to help people understand their 
individual impact on natural resources and make informed decisions 
about lifestyle choices, the NHS will offer guides to sustainable parenting 
as the norm, training midwives and health carers in sustainable parenting 
techniques and products, and by making eco-friendly products, like 
reusable nappies, cheaper and better advertised.
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 Case Study - Festival of Nature:
 
The Festival of Nature is the UK’s biggest free celebration of the natural 
world and has been running for fourteen consecutive years in Bristol, 
and three years in Bath. The festival is produced by the Bristol Natural 
History Consortium and brings together local and national organisations 
to engage the general public with nature through fun, interactive and 
innovative methods. The main event is held over three days in Central 
Bristol and engages a diverse audience by hosting a showcase of 
educational activities from well-known organisations such as the BBC 
and National Trust, to local groups such as the Bristol Nature Network 
and Skipchen. Since 2012 the festival has expanded further to include a 
series of community events over the summer, which take elements from 
the main festival out to local green spaces.
 
By teaching people about the natural world through a series of 
different activities, including talks, films, games, demonstrations and 
even less obvious activities such as comedy or magic, the festival has 
demonstrated the ability to attract people who would not otherwise be 
engaged; and by physically taking the festival out to communities around 
the city people from all backgrounds are given equal opportunities to 
participate.

#VisionforNature Get everyone engaged             and caring for nature and *their* wildlife



We are also calling for:
• Strict advertising guidelines that stipulate that companies must not 

be allowed to use wildlife and nature in their marketing strategies 
to sell products. Wildlife and nature only to be used to promote 
environmentally friendly and responsible products.

 
• Conservation NGOs to set up a joint taskforce on making the 

sector more diverse and representative of society, with a focus on 
people with disabilities, ethnic minorities, those from working class 
backgrounds, and other under-represented groups.

 
• Products and services to receive a traffic light score based on their 

environmental impact or credentials
 
• Instead of electronics, every pupil to receive binoculars or a bug 

hunting kit and to be taught how to use them as part of the 
curriculum.

Our top recommendation is:

Education and Engagement 
recommendations
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Throughout primary school 20% of lesson time to be 
spent outdoors in quality green space, with half of 
this spent learning about and interacting with the 

natural world.

#VisionforNature Get everyone engaged             and caring for nature and *their* wildlife



Ciara skips back in from breaktime. History is her favourite lesson, because it 
often reads like her storybooks. Heroes and heroines overcoming the monsters 
and dangers. In ancient history they learn about ancient civilisations, queens 
and knights and saints, wars between people who believed different things.  

But this term they’re studying recent history. The protagonists of the last 
century were everyday people, just like Ciara. Campaigners who realised 
the danger of what was happening, scientists who created solutions to 
the problems, and politicians who listened to everyone and made the right 
decisions. Ciara hopes that, one day, she’ll be as brave as any of those people. 
Last week’s lesson taught her that they weren’t easy decisions to make, even 
if in retrospect they seem like the obvious choice.  

The teacher shepherds the few remaining children in. Miss Keys is the perfect 
teacher for recent history. She was Ciara’s age when things started changing 
for the better, so she brings the stories to life.

The children settle down, the smell of cut grass infusing the small, light room 
from their shoes.  Birdsong filters in through the open windows.  Miss Keys 
reminds everyone to enter their name and the date – Ciara Ljekvick 14/05/50 
– into their pod screens, the sooner to watch today’s introductory video.

The first part is a recap. These dangers weren’t people with guns, but the 
world itself. The atmosphere’s imbalance of gases; animals and plants getting 
rarer and rarer before going extinct.  

All as a result of humans, and harming humans. But before the last tipping 
point was reached, action was taken.  Ciara watches as world leaders meet 
scientists, sign treaties and Earth pledges, and inspire their people to change 
what they must in order that the future of the human race and the natural 
world is no longer in peril.

Miss Keys’s lilting voiceover ushers in the next part: the changes. Ciara is 
enthralled, watching as giant monoculture fields are converted back into 
healthy mosaic habitats.  Food supplies are distributed more fairly around 
the world. Machines Ciara has only ever seen in museums – vehicles and 
power plants that belch out dangerous gases – transform into low-emission 
technologies.  

Energy efficiency is a focus; everyday people using better appliances, and only 
when they need to. Their electricity comes from vast solar farms in the desert, 
striking square miles of wind turbines. All other sorts of energy generation, 
which in the past were special due to their renewability, but are now the norm. 
Habitats previously destroyed by humans are restored, and enjoyed, and 
people are healthier for it in all sorts of ways. Nature is valued more: guideline 



daily amounts are no longer restricted to merely fruits and vegetables.

The video ends with a compilation of those who drove the changes. Just like 
the best storybook, they saved the day.  The battles they won can be seen 
from Ciara’s window seat – the green spaces and improved buildings and zero-
emission transportation.  She smiles, and is thankful.

By Rebecca Broad

Illustration by A pithanny Bourne



In 2050, every development – from housing and business parks to roads 
and shopping centres – will be sustainable and environmentally friendly. 
Homes for wildlife will be factored into all structures, and accessibility to 
green space for both wildlife and people will be the norm. All new builds 
will be reliant on renewable energy.
 
Urban centres will be just as much considered places for nature as our 
countryside. Every child will have access to diverse and cared for green 
space, with a full acceptance and knowledge of the health benefits that 
this will bring.
 
As well as housing people, nest boxes for bats and birds will be fitted 
to homes as standard, ponds will be built in gardens and communal 
areas and holes left in fences for hedgehogs and other mammals to pass 
through.

The UK will be following the innovative attitudes set by countries like 
the Netherlands: cycle paths paved with solar panels, for example. Road 
bridges and tunnels for wildlife to cross our busy transport networks will 
be implemented, with road verges, railway embankments and hedgerows 
restored to provide wildlife corridors.
 
All developments will be self-sustaining. Energy will be generated from 
miniature wind turbines and solar panels, and reed bed filtration systems 
will be implemented in some areas. Buildings will be designed taking 
into account opportunities to incorporate green roofs and walls, with rain 
gardens to assist with filtering rainfall in cities; attenuating rain water to 
prevent flash flooding; evaporative cooling against heat islands; keeping 
down air pollution and dust; and insulating buildings. Retrofitting will 
also be implemented across the board: all public buildings will be made 
more sustainable, through solar panels, green roofs and living walls.
 
There will be an emphasis on compact, yet efficiently designed flats 
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Urban centres will be just as much considered 
places for nature as our countryside. 

Health, Development 
and Infrastructure
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and apartments, to cater for first time buyers. A policy of building 
upwards in towns and cities will be adopted, but making sure that all 
houses have an outward facing view. To compensate for the lack of 
garden, a minimum green space allocation will be met per household: 
8 square meters per person, or a minimum 25% of total land cover of a 
development dedicated to diverse green space.
 
Communal housing developments will factor in accessible communal land 
with many functions: allotments for growing food, children’s natural play 
areas, wildlife-rich habitats like meadows and areas for enjoyment and 
exercise. The long-term financial maintenance and provision for these 
areas will rest with the housing company, who will have to commit to a 
100 year management plan delivered in conjunction with local residents.
 
Sharing economy, startup and social enterprise businesses will be more 
common and they will work with conservation organisations to restore 
and maintain nature through food production, infrastructure, our urban 
centres and our cultural habits.
 
Cities and towns will be rewilded, with the creation, restoration, policing 
and proper management of parks, woodlands and other green spaces 
accessible for all people.

Conservation organisations will have undertaken substantial programmes 
helping to create new city national parks across the UK and developing 
urban nature reserves and community wildlife gardens.
 
The funding to do this would become part of the National Health Service 
budget, as part of a growing emphasis on cost-saving through prevention 
rather than cure: by demarcating just 1% of NHS funding to green 
therapy, we would see a huge reduction in non-communicable diseases, 
as well as benefits for wider mental and physical health and in recovery 
from other injury and illness. It has long been proven that access to 
nature has huge health benefits, with Natural England estimating that if 
every household in England had good access to green spaces we could 
save an estimated £2.1 billion in healthcare.
Case Study - Alder Hey Children’s Hospital, Liverpool:
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There is a growing acceptance that access to nature can help patients 
recover from illnesses, relax before procedures and improve wellbeing 
whilst undergoing treatment. Studies have revealed that hospital 
patients with a view of nature recovered from surgery and illness faster 
than those who had a view of a built environment (Kaplan, 2001; Maller, 
2006). Alder Hey Children’s Hospital in Liverpool took this to heart and 
rebuilt the hospital to reflect these values. Over 270,000 patients visit 
per year, all young people; many patients are with the hospital from birth 
with serious long-term illnesses. The hospital was adjacent to Springfield 
Park; however, the design of the building allowed for limited views of 
the green space. A new build was proposed within the park, to allow 
patients daily access and continual views of nature; the old building 
would be demolished and given back to nature, too. This was the first 
proposal of its kind in Europe. The new building has been designed by 
children and there are abundant green spaces: landscaped gardens, 
living courtyards, play decks and spaces where patients can be close to 
nature. Every room has a view of the greenery and the architecture has 
been designed to integrate it into the park, including a green roof.
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We are also calling for:
• All built structures to be sustainable and wildlife friendly.

• Retrofitting where possible of all public buildings with solar panels.
 

• A compulsory designation of 25% green space in every planning 
development, including a communal area – paid for and maintained 
by the housing company, in conjunction with local community, for a 
minimum of 100 years.
 

• The implementation of a vast network of road bridges and tunnels 
(on existing rather than new routes) to enable wildlife (and people) 
to cross safely. This will be funded by the removal of subsidies to the 
aviation industry.
 

• 1% of the NHS budget to be spent on preventive green therapy 
treatment (part of this could be spent in schools, to fund our ask 
that 20% of school time be spent outdoors).

A joint government, business, and third sector 
programme to create ten city national parks across 
the UK and to develop urban nature reserves and 

wildlife gardens in the most deprived communities 
in the UK.

Health, Development 
and Infrastructure
recommendations

Our top recommendation is:



They say we’re the most common bird in the whole country. Does that surprise 
you? I bet you thought those wood pigeons would nab the spot, and I wouldn’t 
blame you. They’re big and noticeable, while us wrens prefer to stick to 
hopping around the brambles to the point where we practically seem to blend 
in with them – not that we’re shy or anything, we just find observing the world 
unseen is a much better way of going about things than throwing yourself 
out there; the only animal you’re going to impress is a weasel for less than 
pleasant reasons. That and the fact there’s some cracking bugs in here - the 
money spiders are particularly tasty.

But I digress – from where we are, quietly observing the world around us, 
we wrens are often the first to know about what goes in the woods. The red 
deer, or the badger, or the woodpecker, may show-off and act like they rule the 
roost, but I’m probably not bragging when I say it’s us who really understand 
what’s going on.

And lately, you lot have made some big changes. I’ve just flown back from 
Scotland – to find where once were barren hills, you’ve actually started 
re-growing trees, and my fellow wrens over there are making new homes 
in places we’ve not lived in for centuries. Slowly but surely, the great Forest 
of Caledon is coming back, and I hear from my Welsh cousins that similar 
changes are happening in the hills there.

But it’s not just there. Just down the hill from my nest is a meadow once rained 
and dry, but now filling with ponds and a running stream again. Not only do we 
all appreciate it, especially the dragonflies, frogs and otters, but you’re water is 
cleaner and your homes safer from anymore of those nasty floods in the future. 

What really stood out was how you bought back a creature so faded from our 
memories it were as if they were only a story, so long have they been absent 
in the wood. To see a beaver building a dam for the first time was a sight for 
even my experienced eyes.

While much of the woods that covered the land in those days of my forbears 
may be gone and cleared for farmland, even there you’re bringing back 
the hedges, letting more land turn to meadows, and (now this is really 
appreciated) have stopped loading so many chemicals onto the land. Having 
finally realised that allowing nature to flourish actually helps increase produce 
rather than get in the way of it, both your food and everyone else’s is booming 
thanks to the return of the bees and butterflies, the clean water and the rich 
soils. 

The tale of the wren



I’ve never felt the great desire to hang round your cities much either – but if 
what a little bird told me (he really was littler than me, being a goldcrest) is 
true, there are parts in even the busiest city centres that feel more like the 
countryside – wildflowers on the roofs of office blocks, tree planting across 
every street and some intriguing new residents. I hear the pigeons are having 
an interesting time now that goshawks are setting up home in the town parks.

Finally, it seems you’ve finally realised my home is, although you don’t think it, 
also you’re home – we may have seen you leave the shelter of the trees many 
moons ago for your towns and farmsteads, but everything you rely on, from 
your food to your happiness, is dependent on a healthy natural world. You 
may feel separate from it, and perhaps even scared of it – but you’re as much 
a part of it all as me, and the spider I want to eat, and the weasel I’m hoping 
won’t eat me anytime soon, and everything else alive on this planet. 

My grandparents’ stories appeared to get worse and worse with each 
successive generation. We huddled low in the brambles, trying to remain out 
of sight while each year you would gradually close in a bit more on everything 
that lives in the woods. On behalf of wrens, and everything else that isn’t a 
human, can I just say thank you, so much, for stopping to think.

By Peter Cooper



If you’ve read this report, then what can you do next?

Young people: keep doing what you’re doing - loving nature, 
putting out your moth trap, drawing, photographing, birding and much, 
much more. In addition you might want to:

• Use the #VisionforNature hashtag and tweet about the future you 
want for nature.

• Use the #VisionforNature hashtag and tweet to your local political 
representative (MP, AM, MSP etc.) or the Secretary of State for the 
Environment (Andrea Leadsom).

• Contact your local politician and ask what they’re doing for nature? - 
You can find your MP on writetothem.com.

• Write to Andrea Leadsom, the Secretary of State for the 
Environment.

• Get together with young people in your area or online. If you’re not 
confident about doing this, get in touch and we will help.

• Tell us how we can help you.

Politicians, we’d love it if you could:

• Tweet using #VisionforNature and tell us what you make of the 
report.

• Get out into nature in your local constituency.
• Invite young people in your constituency to come and talk to you 

about nature.
• Get in touch with @AFONature and help us organise a Westminster 

Hall debate about the future of nature.
• If you’re a minister or a spokesperson for your party, meet with us to 

discuss our ideas.
• Tell us what else you need from us to save nature.

If you’re a conservation organisation or a business:

• Use #VisionforNature to tell us your organisation’s/company’s hopes 
for the future of the natural world.

• Get in touch with us to help to make these ideas a reality.
• Meet with us to discuss making the nature conservation sector more 

diverse and inclusive.
• Tell us how we can help you.

What next?



By 2050, I hope that many parts of the natural world will be restored to 

their former glory, and biodiversity will be stable, rather than dwindling. I think 

to achieve this people and NGOs need to keep working hard and not lose faith. My vision 

would see conservation taking place on a landscape scale 

with many more people interested and active in conserving the natural world. Some 

landscapes would be rewilded and the education system would embrace nature within the 

learning process. Tougher penalties for wildlife 
crimes. I want species declines to have stabilised or reversed and I want more 

nature reserves and more wildlife in our farmland. The natural world to complement the 

modern person through sustainable and green infrastructure, and to 

have more unmanaged places of wild, natural beauty. The health of the natural world is 

regarded as of equal importance to economic prosperity and social 
justice, and is seen as inexorably connected to the  wellbeing of 
all people. I would like a world where humans and nature can live in harmony. 
People know and love their local wildlife and feel that they are part of the natural world not  

separate from it. Urban nature reserves within all cities are served by free public transport.

Everyone engaged and 
caring for nature and 
wildlife. Wildlife is diverse and abundant everywhere in the UK, not 

just in nature reserves. Human activities - farming, fishing, forestry - are compatible with 

a healthy environment and wherever possible actively help nature to thrive. A world where 

Governments stand or fall on their environmental performance.

All humans should live in harmony 
with the natural world. 



A Focus on Nature

A Focus on Nature
The UK’s youth nature network

@AFONature
fb.com/afocusonnature

www.afocusonnature.org
afonmembers@hotmail.com


